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Australian Walkabout Inn 

Location: 837 Village Road, Lancaster. 

 

Drive time: A little more than an hour. 

 

Cost: $129-$249 year-round. 

 

The scoop: Aside from the stuffed koalas 

on the beds and a few pictures and books 

on the subject, this cozy, slightly quirky 

B&B doesn’t belabor its Aussie theme. 

The main house was built in 1925, its 

original owners part of the Herr family. Current proprietors Bob and Lynne Griffin are serious 

oenophiles, so don’t be surprised if they ask you to join them in the parlor for a glass or two.  

 

Amenities: Though kids over age 7 are welcome, the Walkabout’s in-house massage package, abundant 

fireplaces and convenient yet secluded location make it the perfect place for an adults-only Valentine’s 

getaway. 

 

Don’t miss: Take to the streets of downtown Lancaster on a guided Segway tour 

(redrosesegtours.com). Or explore the nearby homestead of James Buchanan, one of our most maligned 

presidents. Those looking for a romantic meal could do worse than John J. Jefferies (johnjjeffries.com), 

a sustainable gourmand’s delight in the trendy Lancaster Arts Hotel.  

 

Contact: (717) 464-0707, walkaboutinn.com. 
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A Day Away at Lititz Junction Tavern/Kready's Country Store 
Museum

By Charles J. Adams III 
Reading Eagle Correspondent 
 

When you walk through the doors and on the floors of the 
massive industrial-age former paper box factory two blocks 
off the main streets of Lititz, you are walking in the 
footsteps of Billy Joel, Bruce Springsteen, Michael Jackson 
and many other entertainment icons. 
 
As you venture more deeply into the big brick building - 
through other doors and onto another floor - you walk in 
the footsteps of thousands of people who, for nearly a 
century, entered in search of supplies for home, health 
and heart. And, when those folks walked on that floor, 
they did so in nearby Manheim, not Lititz. 
 
There are many stories within this story. 
 
In a unique case of the re-re-re-purposing of a building, 
that utilitarian warehouse on Water Street has emerged 
as an energetic combination of shops, dining rooms and 
museums. 
 
Although its earliest history reflected the industrial might 
of Lititz, the building quietly became the home of one of 
the loudest enterprises in the United States. 
 
But, let us begin with the most visible portion of the 
building today, the Lititz Junction Tavern. 
 
When the structure became available in 1999, Lancaster 
County native and entrepreneur Paul Brown purchased it and opened the modest Water Street Café in a 
corner of the building. But, Brown found that juggling family with business was difficult, so he closed the café 
five years later. 
 
After finding that balance, he bowed to strong sentiments from his former café clientele and reopened the 
eatery in 2005, but on a much larger scale. 
 
Reborn as the Lititz Junction Tavern, the dining areas range from a garden patio, tavern balcony, garden room, 
banquet rooms and full-service restaurant - all bedecked with vintage signs and artifacts and framed within 
rustic peg-and-pole walls. 
 
In the space below the restaurant are the Olde Town Shops, a collection of antiques, crafts and gift shops set 
within storefronts that were removed from other locations and rebuilt with historic accuracy. 
 
While those spaces are remarkable, what looms on the upper floor of the building is truly astonishing. 
 
It is - literally and figuratively - the lock, stock and barrel E.E. Kready General Merchandise Store. It's not a 
reproduction, it is the store - where you will indeed find locks, stocks, barrels and any of the other items that 
were sold there when it closed in 1957.  
 
The Kready store's journey through nearly a century and from a street in Manheim to a warehouse in Lititz is a 
long, strange trip, indeed. 
 
And, it was all engineered by a man once employed by a firm that was experienced in the long, strange trips of 
rock stars in the biggest of big-time concert venues. 
 
Between its service as an industrial facility and its present adaptation, the big warehouse was home of the Clair 
Brothers' sound, light and staging company. 
 
Now known as CLAIR, the firm rapidly grew into the world's most respected sound production company. It has 
mounted systems in stadiums, arenas and theaters and for the touring companies of superstars in all genres. 
Still rooted in Lancaster County, CLAIR's (clairglobal.com) is a story unto itself. 
 
When it was designing and building sound and light systems and sets for massive stage acts, CLAIR occupied 
a large section of what is now Lititz Junction. Many of the performers made their way stealthily into the 
warehouse to rehearse, or to observe and guide the construction of their staging systems. 
 
Among those involved in the set designing was Paul Brown. And when CLAIR moved to larger quarters in 
1999, he bought the Lititz building and decided to build his own sets for his own interests. Hence, the 
restaurant, the shops and what is now called the Kready's Country Store Museum. 
 
"It's sort of a 19th-century Wal-Mart," Brown quipped.  
 
After complicated but cordial negotiations and planning with the last of Kready family members who operated 
the Manheim mercantile continuously from 1865 to 1957, Brown acquired the store's entire inventory, its 
fixtures, its 1910 Armstrong linoleum floor and its store front.  
 
"The only alternatives for much of it was the auction block or trash heap," he said. 
 
Skilled in building sets for stages and an antiques collector, Brown put his toils and treasure into re-creating the
Kready store in incredible detail. It stands as a timeless snapshot of another era. 
 
As he reassembled the store, Paul Brown did it his way. But, not until Elias E. Kready Jr., the heir to his 
family's business, had it his way. Over the course of three years, Brown and "Junior" Kready met and meted 
out the details of how the Manheim store would be dismantled, moved and presented in Lititz. In the course of 
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Review of Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, PA: Fun for thr Family in Amish Country

Carolyn Bassett,Yahoo! Contributor Network

Jan 12, 2011 "Contribute content like this.Start Here."
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When first broached with the idea of traveling to the Sight and Sound theater in Pennsylvania, I was dubious
at best. Traveling with 5 children under 12, the youngest of whom was only 13 months old, and despises

traveling in the car is not always at the top of my list of fun things to do. When I lived in Boston I was almost
a theater junkie, having seen scores of productions. However I was assured this would be a production my
family would never forget. We would be traveling with our church group which definitely added appeal as the
children could play with their friends, and it did sound like an adventure.

Sight and Sound is a Christian theater, which perform Godly plays .The location we went to was set in
Lancaster, PA. in scenic Amish country. It is absolutely breathtaking, from the moment you set eyes on it you
realize you are going to experience something very different, and exciting.An incredible statue of a Lion and
Lamb set outside the theater, amid beautiful fountains, and stunning architecture. It truly is gorgeous. The
staff inside of the theater and outside were so friendly, and so helpful. I can not tell you what a difference it
makes ( especially when you are tired from traveling) to have someone be genuinely happy to see you, and
guide you around. The inside of the theater is also stunningly attractive. It is handicapped accessible, and very
family friendly in design, offering wide well lit aisles, and doors, with plenty of friendly helpful staff
available. The seats were wide, and very comfortable. Before the production staff came around offering
families with younger children a booster type seat so that even the smallest guests could enjoy the show. They
also had what they called a "crying room" where boisterous, or tired tots and their parents could go and relax
and enjoy the play. We utilized their crying room so our son could toddle and babble to his hearts desire.

The show we saw was Joseph, and i was completely unprepared for the incredible magnitude of the show. The
opening scene was performed so well that we were completely captivated, even our wiggly 4 year old
daughter was enthralled. The set amazingly made, it looked as though we were all truly in a desert! The sight
and sound theater did not have simply a center stage, but stages on the left side of the auditorium, and the
right, which really added to the show. We were continuously enjoying activity on the stages, and very much
given the feel that we were there in Joseph's life. The absolute show stopper though, was the trained animals!
Before our eyes we treated to camels, macaws, sheep, a sphinx cat,donkeys goats pigs and more. at some
points during the play shepherds herded animals down the aisles right next to us! it was absolutely incredible.
The light show was also spectacular. The many, many aspects of the show, singing, acting, art, stages, lights,
all came together to present us with a show so dazzling it was more impressive than a week in a theme park (
better than the big D!).

The acting was impeccable. The actors and actresses were energetic, and enthusiastic, and the script was the
right blend of gravely serious, ponderous, and humorous. The actors were terrific about making eye contact,
and really speaking to the audience rather than just giving their lines. At the end of the play the staff invited
people who did not know God an opportunity to speak with someone about salvation, which really spoke to
my heart. it was great to see how genuinely they cared about the people who had made pilgrimages to the
theater. We loved our experience at Sight and Sound theater, and I recommend that every effort be made to
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travel there. It was 100 percent worth the efforts we made financially and physically to go, and I can not wait
to go again, even though the trip is long, it is so very worth it!

http://sightsound2−px.rtrk.com/WebSiteSS/getpage.do?id=22
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Published by Carolyn Bassett

Raised in Boston, I love New England, its rich history, lush rolling hills, the ocean. I live in North Carolina
now, where my husband and I are raising our 5 incredible children in a serene and peaceful set...View profile

Copyright (c) 2011 Yahoo! Inc. Yahoo! News Network. All rights reserved.

Highlights: theater, Theater, Lancaster, PA, Amish, traveling, Pennsylvania, Traveling, travel, trip
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Things to do in Lititz, Pennsylvania 
January 5th, 2011 8:42 am ET 
By Sandra Scott, Syracuse Travel Examiner 

Explore Lititz, a wonderful little town in Pennsylvania Dutch Country. In Lititz the large red building home to Wilbur 
Chocolate is impossible to miss. Wilbur Buds were the inspiration for the Hershey Kiss.  The factory has a show kitchen 
where visitors can watch the ladies who have the sweetest job in Lancaster County hand-dipping chocolate.  The 
adjoining museum features early chocolate making equipment and an informative video that starts with the discovery of 
the “Food of the Gods” by the Spanish explorers who then spread the love of chocolate across the world. The entire 
process from raising and harvesting the cocoa to the fermentation followed by the drying and shipping of the beans to 
the factory offers a new appreciation for chocolate. 

Next to Wilbur Chocolate is the Tourist Information Office where visitors can obtain a brochure for a walking tour of Main 
Street, which is lined with 18thcentury buildings.  Many, like the Moravian Congregational Store dating from 1762, have 
changed little.  

Stop at the Julius Sturgis Pretzel Bakery, the home of America’s first pretzel bakery. The factory was founded in 1861 in 
the same location and is maintained by the fifth generation of the Sturgis family. While waiting for the tour to start read 
the wall posters to learn interesting facts related to bakeries.  In ancient Egypt a baker caught selling underweight or 
adulterated baked goods he was nailed by the ear to the door of his shop. At the end of the tour everyone gets to make a 
pretzel. The pretzels shape symbolizes hands at prayer.  

Lititz is a several hour drive from Central New York and well worth the trip. 

Tags: 
Lititz, Pennsylvania Dutch, Wilbur Chocolate, Julius Sturgis Pretzel Bakery, things to do 
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By SUE GLEITER, The Patriot−News
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Submitted The Turkey Hill Experience will open this spring in a former silk mill in Columbia, Lancaster
County.

Turkey Hill Dairy is opening this spring the Turkey Hill Experience, a 20,000−square−foot attraction in
Columbia, Lancaster County, according to a press release.

The tourist destination will pay homage to Turkey Hill (TM)s history and highlight its ice cream and iced
tea−making processes with interactive exhibits, a cafe and stores.

Guests will experience what it (TM)s like to be a Turkey Hill Dairy ice cream maker for a day and create their
own ice cream flavor.

The Turkey Hill Experience will be housed in the former Ashley & Bailey Silk Mill, which has been vacant
for more than 25 years. Construction started last summer and is being headed by Harrisburg−based IBS
Development Corporation.

Turkey Hill has worked with Borough of Columbia and the Columbia Economic Development Corporation
on the project.

Related topics:columbia,lancaster county,turkey hill experience
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