Press Clipbook

Articles on Lancaster County that ran
during May 2011

Presented by the PA Dutch CVB
Communications Department



Note that some of the articles appear in dozens of publications-we've only included one copy in those cases.



1. Examiner.com (Denver,CO)
DENVER,COLORADO (6,243,937)
05-30-2011

Immerse yourself in the flavors of Turkey Hill at the Turkey Hill Experience

2. WHP-TV Channel 21 (Harrisburg, PA)
HARRISBURG,PENNSYLVANIA (115,164)
05-29-2011

Local food and wine lovers get a free tasty feast

3. IND - WFMZ-TV (Philadelphia) - 69 News At Sunrise
» (N/A)
05-26-2011

There's nothing quite like a fresh baked pretzel, and there's no shortage of them around here

4. READING EAGLE
READING,PA (52,550)
05-26-2011

Kids rule

5. DAILY ITEM
SUNBURY,PA (22,627)
05-20-2011

boats and trains

6. PennLive.com Blogs (Harrisburg, PA)
HARRISBURGH,PENNSYLVANIA (453,739)
05-19-2011

Sandy Fenton: 7 drive-to destinations promise women the perfect getaway



7. WTVR-TV Channel 6 (Richmond, VA)
RICHMOND,VIRGINIA (202,073)
05-15-2011

Off the grid in Amish country

8. USA Today (Washington, DC)
WASHINGTON,DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (5,294,950)
05-13-2011

10 great places for a rural 'haycation'

9. STAR PRESS
MUNCIE,IN (22,597)
05-11-2011

SAVE SOME CASH

10. BONITA DAILY NEWS
NAPLES,FL (12,000)
05-11-2011

Buddy Ebsen'’s little sister was a hoofer, too

11. JOURNAL
MARTINSBURG,WV (16,110)
05-10-2011

Bus trip to Lancaster a success for local group

12. WTOP-Radio 1500 AM (Washington, DC)
WASHINGTON,DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA (378,710)
05-04-2011

Have you thought about a getaway to ... Pennsylvania?



13. DOWN EAST
CAMDEN,ME (90,122)
05-01-2011

editor's note

14. MEETINGS FOCUS EAST
SAN FRANCISCO,CA (22,136)
05-01-2011

The Unconventional Keystone State

15. MEETINGS FOCUS EAST
SAN FRANCISCO,CA (22,136)
05-01-2011

MOVING HISTORY

16. TOURIST ATTRACTIONS & PARKS
ARDMORE,PA (31,483)
05-01-2011

The Main Course Toward Perfect Parties

17. METRO KIDS PENNSYLVANIA
PHILADELPHIA,PA (128,848)
05-01-2011

RIDE, SLIDE & SPLASH

18. COUNTY LINES MAGAZINE
WEST CHESTER,PA (15,000)
05-01-2011

First Friday Festivities



In searching the publicly accessible web, we found a webpage of interest and provide a snapshot of it
below. Please be advised that this page, and any images or links in it, may have changed since we created
this snapshot. For your convenience, we provide a hyperlink to the current webpage as part of our service.

Immerse yourself in the flavors of Turkey Hill at the Turkey Hill Experience - Baltimore restaurant | Examiner.com Page 1 of 1
‘ Login | Become an Examiner | Baltimore o61° V
Baltimore, MD
\ WEIGHT WATGHERS CHANGELD MY LIFE. —
- C\WeightWatchers
RECAUSE |1 WIREE,
Tamar Fleishman
Follow | |Subscribe
Do you like this article?
Send Like Sign Up to see what your friends like.
Taste and experience all things Turkey Hill: ice cream, iced
teas, and more! Next weekend -- the first weekend of June --
you can start heading up the road from Baltimore to the Turkey
) ] Hill Experience in Columbia, PA. It's extremely easy to get to,
Home cookin' at the Turkey Hill . ) . . ) iy .
Experience literally right off US 30, "The Lincoln Highway". A family-
Credits: Tamar Alexia Fleishman, friendly activity center, Turkey Hill Experience combines the
Esq. history of the still-family owned dairy farm, antiques, interactive
exhibits, as well as a cafe' that has some exclusive to the
center, as well as a lion's share of the rest of the line.
Along with your favorites, the cafe' has some delicious,
homemade PA Dutch specialties and sophisticated offerings,
too. The chicken pot pie "soup" is a hearty stew with rich,
eggy, thick noodles and large, tender pieces of tender chicken
breast and thyme.The Peachy Keen Panini sandwich is
modern with peaches, turkey, and salsa. There are fresh
Slideshow: Turkey Hill Experience salads served as sides.
Related TOpiCS Advertisement
ice cream OR --.. -|.
Clhiff Stearns
Turkey Hil wants to know your thoughts
Tamar Alexia Fleishman's articles
PA Duteh Share Your Opinion on
Take My Survey
One of the exclusive items at the cafe' would be good
everywhere: the almond-hazelnut gelato. Rich, nutty, and with
the upscale flavor of fig, it makes for a very grown-up end to
your meal. Try it with some of their big, thick cookies on the
side!
Send Like Sign Up to see what your friends like.
?’; - Get my newsletter
¥ k By Tamar Fleishman ) Follow me on Twitter
: Baltimore Restaurant Examiner
) ) Get my RSS feed
Tamar has developed and published recipes, been a restaurant
Read full bio critic, taken classes at Le Cordon Bleu and BBQ U, and judged Become an Examiner
the Roadkill Festival --...
http://www.examiner.com/restaurant-in-baltimore/immerse-yourself-the-flavors-of-turkey-hill-at-the-turkey-hill-experience 6/14/2011
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Local food and wine lovers get a free tasty feast - CBS 21 News - Breaking news, sports and weather for the Harrisburg -York ... Page 1 of 1

Local food and wine lovers get a free tasty feast

Published: 5/29 7:12 pm
Updated: 5/29 7:17 pm

Food and wine lovers are getting a sample of the area's finest offerings this Memorial Day weekend, all for free.

The Great Pennsylvania FlavorFest kicked off this weekend at the Mount Hope Estate and Winery on the grounds of the Pennsylvania Renassaince Faire in
Lancaster County.

The tasty feast offers selections from some of the area's finest wineries, cooking demos by area chefs, specialty foods and live music.

FlavorFest also features a kids area, where children can explore the culinary world, decorate t-shirts with fruits and vegetables, and create their own chef

hat.
Copyright 2011 Newport Television LLC All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

http://www.whptv.com/news/local/story/FlavorFest/MwX7DGUKKKmM3XMsuKBQAGBw.cspx?rss=3082 5/31/2011



SOURCE: WFMZ-TV (IND) CH 69 (Philadelphia) — 69 News At Sunrise
DATE: 05-26-2011
TIME: 08:00—09:00
HEADLINE: There's nothing quite like a fresh baked pretzel, and there's no shortage of them around here

00:24:58 There's nothing quite like a fresh baked pretzel, and there' s no shortage of them around here.
Wifmz's karin mallett shows us where you can twist your own treat, in today's one tank (¢rip ). Reporter: the
twist takes technique, reporter: and you gotta know your dough. Reporter: when you do, it's big business even
for the smallest of factories. Reporter: the (intercourse )pretzel factory in (lancaster county )churns out 100
pounds of pretzels a day, that's about 1800 of them. Folks take their pretzels seriously here. Donna clark,
owner: 75 of the pretzels made in the United States are made within 100 miles of this spot and in southeastern
pa we eat 80% of them. Reporter: owner donna clark says she came by the pretzel biz by accident. 17 Years
ago, when a deal fell through for another pretzel factory to move in here, this former restaurant designer
decided to give pretzel making a try. Her no—nonsense from scratch recipes were a hit, clark: there's many
kinds of flavors and I saw the trend coming. So we made a plain, cheese, herb and brown butter from the
beginning. Reporter: so what's her favorite? Clark: brown butter by far, better,. Reporter: but before you get to
the butter, 00:25:28

Highlights: intercourse, lancaster county, trip
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Kids rule

Area amusement parks are primed for another
summer of fun, with most of the new attractions
geared toward the youngest members of the family.

BY ELIZABETH GIORGI
READING EAGLE CORRESPONDENT

HEN IT comes to area amuse-
ment parks, kids rule 2011.
Three out of five of our re-

gion’s parks are luring in parents this
summer with expanded children’s at-

tractions.
Some are at child-themed parks, like
Sesame Place in Langhorne and Dutch
in Lancaster,

Wonderland
Cover both of which offer new

rides and entertainment
Storv this year.
But the biggest ex-
pansion comes from Al-
lentown’s Dorney Park & Wildwater
Kingdom, which in past years has been
more likely to roll out new thrill rides
than children’s facilities.

Dorney has turned its Camp Snoopy
into Planet Snoopy with the addition of
seven new rides and family rest facilities,
a move brought on in part by the park’s
need to retire some of its long-running
children’s rides.

Elsewhere, Elysburg’s Knoebels is
a lone wolf in offering a new adult-
targeted attraction, in the form of its
long-awaited indoor roller coaster, the
Black Diamond, which the park has
been revamping since the ride left its
former home, Wildwood, N.J.’s board-
walk, in 2009.

Vintage ride enthusiasts should get a
chance to see if Knoebels’ reimagining
measures up to the fondly-remembered
Golden Nugget, which opened in the
beach town in 1960.

E-mail Elizabeth Giorgi: weekend@readingeagle.
com.

© 2011 READING EAGLE
All Rights Reserved.

Account: 6659C (3923)
PA-471

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher
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Visitors to
Hersheypark
can keep cool
at the Board-
walk, which
opens for the
seasonon
Saturday.
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Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom

Location: Lincoln Avenue at Dorney Park Road, off Hamilton Boule-
vard (Route 222), Allentown

Phone: 610-395-3724

Web: www.dorneypark.com

What’s new: An $8 million makeover of Camp Snoopy, the park’s chil-
dren’s area.

“It was a small area with a small section of kids' rides,” said Charles
Hutchinson, public relations manager at the park, of Camp Snoopy.

Planet Snoopy, its new incarnation, features seven new rides —
for atotal of 16 — as well as a family care center with private nursing
rooms and bottle warmers and a new Snoopy-themed ice show in the
park’s Good Time Theatre.

“It's an entirely different environment,” Hutchinson said, with new
signs and facilities giving Planet Snoopy a look and feel distinct from
either Dorney or Wildwater Kingdom. “It really is like an entirely new
theme park.”

Elsewhere, the park has also added two new sit-down Chickie's and
Pete’s sports pubs.

What's notable; Fireworks displays will take place this Saturday, and
on July 3-4 and Labor Day weekend. Previously, the park had fire-
works only on July 4.

Opening dates: Wildwater Kingdom opens Saturday; both parks open
daily through Sept. 5, with Dorney continuing intermittently through-
out the fall.

Tickets: Walk-up, $44.99 adults, $24.99 juniors and seniors; online
price, $39.99 (adults only). Two-day and season passes available, as
well as reduced late-in-day admission

Account: 6659C (3923)
PA-471

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher
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Knoebels Amusement Resort

Location: 391 Knoebels Blvd., Elysburg, Northumberland County
Phone: 800-487-4386

Web: www.knoebels.com

What'’s new: “Anticipation level is pretty high,” said park spokesper-
son Joe Muscato of reaction to the park’s newest ride, the three-story,
enclosed Black Diamond coaster, a reboot of the Wildwood boardwalk
classic the Golden Nugget.

The ride should open sometime in July.

“It was a favorite,” Muscato said. “(But) it hasn’t run in more than 10
years.”

The Golden Nugget, which ran at Wildwood's Morey's Pier from the
1960s to '90s, was a three-level, Western-themed coaster that took rid-
ers through a mine and then, at the uppermost level, an open-air desert.

Knoebels has redone the coaster with a Pennsylvania coal mine disas-
ter theme, and enclosed the entire ride to give it a haunted coaster feel.

While Muscato said he’s reluctant to pin an exact opening date on
the ride, the park is aiming for a July opening.

What's notable: The park also has a new retro rock show added to its
schedule.

Opening dates: The park is open daily through Sept. 5 and intermittent-
ly throughout the fall. Extended weekday hours begin in June; consult
park calendar for exact times at knoebels.com/calendar.

Admission: Knoebels charges no admission, instead selling tickets that
can be used toward rides. Ride rates range from 75 cents for many chil-
dren’s rides to $2.25 for coasters. Reduced rates for bulk ticket purchas-
es and ride-all-day admissions are available.

Account: 6659C (3923)
PA-471

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher
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Sesame Place

Location: 100 Sesame Road, Langhorne, Bucks
County

Phone: 215-752-7070

Web: www.sesameplace.com

What's new: A new ride, new parade and new char-
acter will take up residence at the Sesame Street-
themed park this summer.

The Neighborhood Street Party, the park’s new
parade, is the largest production in Sesame Place
history, according to public relations manager Mi-
chelle Hunt. The parade, which takes place twice
daily on days the park is open later than 8 p.m,, fea-
tures 11 floats and all of Sesame Place’s characters.

Meanwhile, family swing ride EImo’s Cloud Chas-
er becomes the park’s latest ride addition, while the
character Murray — host of the show’s Word on the
Street segment — makes his park debut.

What's notable: The park will be bringing in well-
known, kid-friendly concert acts like Ralph’s World
and Dan Zanes every weekend through June 25. Find
a complete listing on the park’s website.

Opening dates: The park is open daily through Sept.
5 and intermittently throughout the fall.

Admission: $55.99 general, $50.99 seniors, free for
children aged 23 months and younger. Season pass-
es available. Second-day admission free with Elmo’s
Any Two-Day Ticket.

€ 2011 READING EAGLE
All Rights Reserved.

Dutch Wonderland

Location: 2249 Lincoln Highway East (Route 30),
Lancaster

Phone: 866-FUNatDW

Web: www.dutchwonderland.com

What's new: Dutch Country’s children-themed park
unveils two new rides and one new stage show this
summer.

The family ride Kite Flight takes riders lying hori-
zontally in a hang glider-like car 17 feet into the air.

“So you get the sensation of flight,” explained park
marketing director Bethany Alwan.

Meanwhile, Huck Finn’s Leapin’ Frogs is a chil-
dren’s only ride.

And a new stage show, “Dress Up and Dance,”
brings interactive entertainment to the park.
What's notable: The park offers 10 daily stage and
aquatic shows.

Opening dates: Open daily through Sept. 5 and in-
termittently throughout the fall.

Admission: $33.99 adults and children; $28.99 se-
niors; $21.99 seniors 70 and older; free for children

2 and younger. Special admission rates include two-
day, consecutive day, combination tickets with Her-
sheypark, late admission, preview admission (free
up to three hours before closing when purchasing a
ticket for the following day), and season passes good
through the holidays.

Account: 6659C (3923)
PA-471

For reprints or rights, please contact the publisher
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Hersheypark
Location: 100 W. Hersheypark Drive, Hershey, Dau-
phin County

Phone: 800-HERSHEY

Web: www.hersheypark.com

What's new: Hersheypark has no new attractions this
year.

What’s notable: Hershey’s summer concert series
brings musicians, comedians and other big-name per-
sonalities to the park amphitheatre every Sunday
throughout the summer. Upcoming concerts include
the Travel Channel's Andrew Zimmern (June 12), Tony
Orlando (June 19) and Radio Disney star Cody Simp-
son (July 3). Concerts are included in admission price;
a full list can be found at hersheypark.com/entertain-
ment/summer_concert_series.php.

Opening dates: Beginning Saturday, all sections of the
park — including its Boardwalk water attractions —
open daily through Sept. 5. Excluding the Boardwalk,
the park is open intermittently throughout the fall.
Admission: $53.95 adults, $32.95 junior and senior,
$21.95 senior-plus (age 70 and older), free for chil-
dren 2 and younger. Reduced admission rates include
two-day, three-day and consecutive-day passes, com-
bination tickets with Dutch Wonderland, late-in-day
admission and preview admission (free up to 2%z hours
before closing when purchasing a ticket for the follow-
ing day).
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boats and trains

Electric City Trolley Station and
Museum: Relive the time of the trolleys in
a restored late 19th-centruy mill building in
Scranton. Through interactive exhibits and
displays, discover the story of the electric
traction systems and the impact they had
on development in Pennsylvania. During
the operating season, a trolley excursion
departs from the main passenger platform
of the Steamtown National Historic Site.
(570) 963-6590, www.ectma.org/museum.
html.
Hiawatha Paddlewheel Riverboat:
Hiawatha, Queen of the Susquehanna,
located in the Susquehanna State Park in
Williamsport, just 15 miles north of the
intersection of U.S. Route 15 and Interstate
80. The park offers offstreet parking and
picnic tables overlooking the Susquehanna
River. Take a one-hour leisurely cruise on
the Susquehanna or pick from a variety of
specialty cruises. (570) 326-2500, (800)
248-9287, www.ridehiawatha.com.

Lake Wallenpaupack Scenic Boat
Tour: Enjoy a breath-taking hour-long
cruise on beautiful Lake Wallenpaupack as
your tour guide describes the area and the
history behind this charming lake region.
Located at 2487 Route 6, Hawley, (570) 226-
3293, www.wallenpaupackboattour.com.

Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway: A 16-
mile, narrated, round trip train ride into the
scenic Lehigh Gorge State Park originates
from the historic Passenger Station of the
former Central RR of New Jersey in the
downtown Historic District of Jim Thorpe.
The train consists of old style passenger
coaches from the 1920s with large clear
windows at each seat which can be opened
to enjoy the clean air of the Lehigh River
Gorge, or ride the open air car. Located at 1
Susquehanna St., Jim Thorpe, (570) 325-
8485, www.lgsry.com.

Millersburg Ferry: The historic town

of Millersburg is home to a unique
transportation service. Here, across the
mile wide Susquehanna, one can ride the
last ferry on the river and experience a part
of transportation history. (717) 692-2442,
www.millersburg.com/attractions/ferry.

€ 2011 DAILY ITEM
All Rights Reserved.

Pride of the Susquehanna
Riverboat: The Pride of the Susquehanna
is an authentic stern paddlewheel riverboat
owned and operated by the Harrisburg Area
Riverboat Society. From May to October,
the Pride offers a variety of cruises. Located
at 10 N. Market Square, Harrisburg. (717)
234-6500, www.harrisburgriverboat.com

Steamtown: Relive the era of steam

as the steam engines come back to life.
Ride a train, visit the Locomotive Shop
and explore the Technology Museum and
History Museum in Scranton. Explore the
people, history, technology and lore of
steam railroading. 150 S. Washington Ave.,
Scranton. Visitor Information (570) 340-
5200, Train Ride Info & Reservations (570)

100 ThingsTo Do ... friday, May 20,2011 {
340-5204, www.nps.gov/stea.

Strasburg Rail Road: All aboard
America’s oldest short-line railroad, where
you'll ride authentically restored passenger
cars pulled by a huge, coal-burning steam
locomotive. Take the family on a train
pulled by the classic storybook steam
engine, Thomas the Tank Engine, and meet
Sir Topham Hatt as he greets friends of all
ages. Located on Route 741 East, Strasburg,
Lancaster County. (717) 687,7522, www.
strasburgrailroad.com.

The Hawk Mountain Line Train Ride:
Known as the “Hawk Mountain Line”
because of the close proximity to the famous
bird sanctuary. A unique range of vintage
locomotives to supply power, and a variety
of rolling stock. The station facilities include
alarge free parking area, a gift shop with
many railroad-related items, refreshment
stand, waiting room, restrooms, and a large
picnic area. Large grassy areas provide

for the kids to run. On Sundays, the
Schuykill & Lehigh Model Railroad Club’s
HO model train display is also open to the
public. Located at 42 Community Center
Drive, Kempton, 610 756-6469, www.
kemptontrain.com.

Wells Ferry Boat Rides: In 1718, King

George I, granted John Wells, the founder Page2of3
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of New Hope, a license to operate the first
ferry, known as “Wells Ferry.” Wells Ferry
Boat Rides is located on the original site at
the end of Ferry Street in the heart of New
Hope. This narrated tour on the Delaware
River will give you a little history and a
glimpse of New Hope’s varied architecture.
Located at 22 N. Main St., New Hope, (215)
862-5965 or (215) 205-1140.

Page 3 of 3
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While preparing for this column, | called my friend and colleague Marybeth Bond, author of
National Geographic's "Girlfriend Getaway Guides," to ask why "girlfriend getaways" are so
incredibly popular.

Bond's reply was simple. Women "realize how important and therapeutic it is to be accepted,
comforted and encouraged by our gal pals. We talk about things our partners may not care about,
we eat, we drink, we get spoiled and we return home feeling renewed." With that in mind, here
are a few of my favorite drive-to destinations, all in Pennsylvania.

THE LODGE AT WOODLOCH, Hawley - An award-winning luxury destination spa resort nestled in
the Pocono Mountains that is nothing short of extraordinary in every way. This lodge in
Pennsylvania's lake region exceeded my expectations (which seldom happens), and | walked away
truly feeling relaxed and rejuvenated. | was so pleased with the lovely accommodations and the
totally healthful, yet totally delicious organic "superfoods" cuisine served in the lodge's restaurant,
Tree, overlooking the nearby treetops and offering lake views. | also loved the Aqua Garden and
Whisper Lounge.

OMNI BEDFORD SPRINGS RESORT, Bedford - | loved Bedford Springs Resort the moment we
drove up and the friendly bellmen greeted us by name. This AAA-Four Diamond Award-winning
and historic spa and golf resort began more than 200 years ago when eight mineral springs were
discovered and proclaimed a fountain of youth and good health. You'll love the oh-so-pretty yet
comfortable bedrooms and the beautifully restored lobby area, indoor pool and spa facilities. Enjoy
drinks and laughs sitting around the fire pit, and for a cozy and casual meal check out the rustic
Frontier Tavern.

THE HOTEL HERSHEY, Hershey - Since 1933, The Hotel Hershey has set the standard as an
elegant destination resort featuring the fabulous Chocolate Spa, world-class dining, live
entertainment at the historic Hershey Theatre, designer shopping outlets, glorious gardens, and
the excitement of Hershey-park. Book one of the fabulous new cottages, perfect for a group of
girlfriends.

THE SHAWNEE INN & GOLF RESORT, Shawnee on Delaware - A historic Pocono spa and golf
re-sort (circa 1911) offering a variety of accommodations against the backdrop of the Delaware
River. Shawnee gives you the look and feel of what a typical and traditional Pocono property was
like back in the day. Spa Shawnee & Salon offers a full range of facial and body treatments, ideal
after a round of golf. Shawnee is celebrating its centennial this year with great special events
getaway packages through December.

OMNI HOTEL AT INDEPENDENCE PARK, Philadelphia-Recently renovated, the Omni's terrific
location in Old City gives you a multitude of great dining, nightlife, boutiques and historic
landmarks- all within walking distance. (Buy a CityPASS for top attractions at a good value.) After
a day of touring, go back to the hotel and sip on a Cosmo following your relaxing spa treatments
at Lux.

THE INN AT LEOLA VILLAGE, Leola - Escape to this gem in the heart of Pennsylvania Dutch
country. The Inn at Leola Village offers a combination of charm, inviting hospitality and modern
luxury. Shop at the nearby Lancaster outlets, visit the Amish farm markets and then pamper
yourself at the Inn's Destinations spa and dine at the award-winning on-site Restaurant Mazzi.

NEMACOLIN WOODLANDS RESORT, Farmington - A place where nature meets luxury and total

http://blog.pennlive.com/life/2011/05/sandy_fenton_7_drive-to_destin.html
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indulgence. Nemacolin has it all. An internationally acclaimed resort offering Woodlands spa, Users with the most PennLive.com

multiple accommodation and dining choices, championship golf and coming soon casino gambling. comments in the last 7 days
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Off the grid in Amish country

The 'Plain People' of Lancaster County, Pa., are opening their farmhouses to overnight
guests. A B&B stay gives visitors a chance to experience a simpler way of life.

28 -

Recommend 0 0)

By Rosemary McClure

Special to the Los Angeles Times

May 15, 2011

Reporting from Lancaster County, Pa. —— | scrambled
out of bed at dawn's first light, dashed to the barn to milk
a cow, stopped by the chicken coop to collect fresh-
from-the-hen eggs, then doubled back to the farmhouse
for breakfast. Six of us gathered around the table at
Verdant View Farm B&B, prefacing our early morning
meal with the cheerful strains of the Johnny Appleseed

Song.

"Oh, the Lord is good to me, and so | thank the Lord, for giving me the things | need, the sun and the rain and the
apple seed...."

Just another morning in Paradise.

ENTERTAINMENT

"Like" CBS 6 on Facebook for a chance to win great prizes!
WTVR is giving away $500 Kroger gift cards, iPads, HDTVs and
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count
i _ won.
LEOLA
~ SMOKETOWN That's Paradise, Pa., in Pennsylvania Dutch country. Home of
. GORDONVILLE Amish, Mennonite and Brethren religious groups. Farm folk who
PARADISE &) 30 begin their day in a very different way from the way | usually begin

mine.

GRAPHIC: Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania

The hilly region, a 90-minute drive west

of Philadelphia, is a scenic collage of fertile dairy land, horse-drawn
carriages, clapboard farmhouses and Amish men, women and
children wearing solemn black clothing.

Once, the closest a visitor could get to becoming acquainted with an
Amish family was to wave when passing a buggy. But with the
recession making it harder for everyone to make ends meet, the
Amish have turned to tourism, revealing more of their lives to
visitors. You can sleep at an Amish or Mennonite bed and breakfast,
shop at their quilt and furniture stores or stop at their farmhouse
bakeries for a little chitchat and a big slice of shoofly pie.

STORY: The President's House in
Philadelphia tells a story of early U.S.
presidents

El Stories
Historic Philadelphia gets new life at
Franklin Square

Topics Their participation in the booming tourism that marks this part of the

country — 11 million visits annually — has broadened the scope of
visiting Lancaster (pronounced Lankisster) County. Other recent
developments have helped too: Pennsylvania Dutch country now
boasts eclectic shopping, high-end accommodations and haute
cuisine.

Farms
Lehigh Valley Weather
Tools and Hardware

See more topics »

But that doesn't mean all the "low" points have vanished. The main highways are awash in billboards, buffets serve
heavy, salty food, and tacky souvenir shops and hotels line the roads. On the roadways in summer, Southern
California-style gridlock is common.

But there are ways to avoid the frenzy. Explore the farmland back roads, where the sideshows disappear, and the
Amish go their own way, driving somber black buggies down the two-lane roads, their high-stepping horses clip-

clopping on the pavement.

You can visit small towns such as Bird-in-Hand, Intercourse and Paradise, where you'll have a better chance of
meeting the people who make the area interesting.

Ben and Anna Riehl, an Amish couple, opened their Beacon Hollow Farm to visitors as a B&B. There's no TV, but
"most people who come here don't want TV," Ben said.

"They want to get away from all the gadgets and spend time together playing games and reading books."
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Ben and Anna have eight children — large families are common among the Amish — and their brood does without
the trappings of modern life. The farm has 120 bead gt otg abich moone ovon/one is b ~Waa b /aW-ala

daily. .

( Work out your career kinks!
School takes on a different meaning here. AR o Explore a new or second career as a Certified Massage Therapist.
grade and usually receive no education afte Attend an Information Session  Tuesday, May 17 » 6- 8 p.m.

refusing to send their children to public schd®
end their formal education at 14.)

The school controversy is just one of many involving the Anabaptists: Amish, Mennonite and Brethren groups,
whose members call themselves the "Plain People." They were persecuted in their native Switzerland and began
settling in Pennsylvania in the early 1700s in search of religious tolerance. Most spoke German, or Deutsch, which
is how the term Pennsylvania Dutch evolved.

Of the three spiritual groups, the Amish are the most conservative, focusing on family, community and separation
from the non-Amish world, which includes a reluctance to adopt modern conveniences such as electricity.

"We don't want to be tied to the outside world," Ben Riehl said.
But those who stay in the Riehls' two-bedroom B&B cottage do have electricity, which is provided through a battery
pack. And every morning, the Riehls supply farm breakfasts of pancakes, scrambled eggs, homemade sausage

and milk, of course.
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breakfast omelet, pick organic greens for a salad and hand-grind your own coffee beans.
Kids will love walking baby sheep and goats on a leash. There's even a weekly treasure
hunt. Tents from $189 a night. 716-226-6323; featherdown.com

Liberty Hill Farm Inn

Rochester, Vt.

Activities on this dairy farm range from feeding animals to picking wildflowers to helping
delivering calves. But whatever you do, you're sure to eat well. "It's run by a ninth-
generation farmer, known for her delicious meals," Crouch says. Cheeses come from
nearby Cabot Creamery. Guests stay in one of seven rooms in the 150-year-old
farmhouse. Adults $98, teens $75, kids 2-12 $54, under 2 free, including dinner and
breakfast. 802-767-3926; libertyhillfarm.com

Agarita Creek Farms

Fredericksburg, Texas

Visitors stay in one of two log cabins and have free rein on this family-run Texas Hill
Country property. "You can do as little or as much farm work as you'd like," Crouch says.
Activities range from harvesting fruit to milking cows. Optional hunting packages are
available, too. Cabin rentals start at $175 per night. 830-896-9140; agaritacreek.com

Blackberry Farm

Walland, Tenn.

Don't think for a minute you'll be roughing it at this pricey five-star resort, but you will have
a chance to learn farm skills like beekeeping, and making jam, bread and cheese. Plus, as
Crouch notes, "you can enjoy spa services and some of the finest cuisine in the country."
Rates, which include meals, from $745, double. 800-273-6004; blackberryfarm.com

Rocky Acre Farm Bed and Breakfast

Mount Joy, Pa.

This historic property in Lancaster County has been run by a Mennonite family since 1965,
although it has been around for two centuries, and once was a stop on the Underground
Railroad. Now it's a wonderland for kids, with a playhouse, hay wagons and tractor rides.
"There are a lot of hands-on activities," Crouch says. For a change of pace, the Hershey
theme park is just a short drive away. Rooms from $129 to $199 per night, including
breakfast. 717-653-4449; rockyacre.com

Maple Hill Manor

Springfield, Ky.

This 15-acre farm has an impressive — and varied — pedigree. It served as a
Confederate encampment and Union field hospital during the Civil War, and more recently
was home to former N.Y. Giants' quarterback Phil Simms. Guests can interact with llamas
and alpacas and help gather apples, peaches, cherries and plums from the orchard during
harvest season. Rates begin at $119 and include breakfast and evening dessert. 800-886-
7546;maplehillmanor.com

Leaping Lamb Farm

Alsea, Ore.

You can pick plums and berries to make jam at this small family farm. Visitors are also
free to help with the animals, which include lambs, turkey, horses, chickens, donkeys, and
a peacock. Plus, Crouch notes, the Oregon coast is just a short ride away, making for a
great day trip. The one cabin is $125 per night for two, including breakfast. 541- 487-4966;
leapinglambfarm.com

Philo Apple Farm

Philo, Calif.

This 1,700-tree orchard offers a tranquil Northern California getaway, and more. "They
have a big food focus," Crouch says "It's a great place for aspiring chefs." Several times a
year it offers an intensive cooking class over a weekend, including four hands-on meals,
which runs $1,800. At other times, cottages, which are grouped among the apple trees,
begin at $175 per night. 707-895-2333; philoapplefarm.com

Stony Creek Farm

Walton, N.Y.

You'll stay in roomy tented cabins on this 100-year-old dairy farm and have a chance to
collect eggs, milk goats, make cheese and play with farm animals. The heirloom vegetable
and herb garden offers a memorable souvenir. "You can take home a crate of what you
harvest," Crouch says. Tents start at $189 per night. 716-226-6323; featherdown.com

For more information about reprints & permissions, visit our FAQ's. To report corrections and clarifications, contact Standards
Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name,
phone number, city and state for verification. To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.

Posted 05/13/2011 6:44 AM | Updated 05/16/2011 11:29 AM

You might also be interested in:

How Wal-Mart drives progressives crazy (USATODAY.com in News)
New incentive for going low (USATODAY.com in Sports)

'Mormon," 'Heart' get the Tonys party started (USATODAY.com in Life)
10 great places to find happiness (Destinations)

http://travel.usatoday.com/destinations/10great/story/2011/05/10-great-places-for-a-rural-haycation/47139082/1

Page 2 of 3

6/14/2011














































































